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Additional Summary Methods
Designed primarily for articles that talk about a problem 

e.g. any of the various problems faced by the world – such as AIDS, Poverty etc.
When you read articles on development related subjects you may find that some of the standard summary methods are not ideal for summarising the article. For example, if you read a report by the United Nations detailing AIDS statistics around the world, you may not be able to talk about the weaknesses of the report (presuming the statistics are correct), and you may be unable to talk about how you put the teachings into practise (as it wasn’t suggesting a course of action, but merely reporting on what is so). So we have provided a number of additional Summary Methods you can use, which have been designed specifically with these type of articles in mind.

Summary Methods:

11. What do you think is the underlying cause (or causes) of the problem(s) discussed?

12. What are some causes (of the problems discussed) that may be overlooked?

13. How can Government / NGO’s / the community /you do something to improve the situation?

14. What’s missing? 
(And why do you believe things would be different if this/these were provided?)

i.e. What’s missing which if it were present would ensure the problem / situation wouldn’t arise?

e.g. World University of Leadership believe that many problems in developing nations occur because the educational system doesn’t provide (allows to be missing): 
Teaching: that encourages questioning – and independent thinking / that teaches personal development / that focuses on applying the teachings rather than just learning theoretically / that develops student’s thinking capacity / that develops personal responsibility for learning / that promotes cross-contextual understanding.

15. What attitudes lead to or exacerbate (exaggerate) the situation?


16. What might a person at each level of Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs do about the situation?
And don’t forget Summary Method 10: – You provide the questions – and the answers. 
(See the original Summary Methods document for more information on this summary method.)

Note: You can also use a Modified Summary Method 4: What / How / Why / What If

With the modified Summary Method 4, you choose what the “What / How / Why / What If“ questions refer to.  e.g.: 

What causes the problem?

How do you overcome the problem?

Why do you think the problem is occurring? (i.e. What are the underlying causes?)

What if ……? (e.g. What if we addressed the problem by doing …..? And include what you think might happen.)






